Hot Thespian Action

HAT do you get when you combine sheer talent, rainbow
moccasins and a traditional family? None of the Above, a phe-
nomenal autobiographical performance by Jennifer Lanier.

Exploring her complex racial identity, first relationships, sexual iden-
tity, the perfect lesbian wedding, and all of the nuances that come with
them, Lanier mesmerizes her audience with her ability to relate to life’s
many crossroads. “Black, white, gay, straight, feminine, masculine; I don't
feel that there are just two choices”” Funny, emotional, and timeless, this
piece garnered two awards from the 2006 Columbus National Gay and
Lesbian Theatre Festival: Best Socio-Political and Best of the Festival
Solo. Unfortunately, Jennifer will not be taking any honors home this year
since the festival was cancelled.

However, that hasn't slowed her down one bit. You can spot Lanier
all over the country as she performs regularly for college diversity work-
shops and trainings. In Portland, Ore., where she is happy to call home,
you can find her or her alter ego Bruce the Drag King, teaming up with
the Interstate Firehouse Cultural Center (ifccarts.org), guest hosting
shows at The Embers Ave, or across the bridge as a regular cast member
at The Northbank’s Lipz Cabaret every second and fourth Saturday in
Vancouver, Wash.

“[Performing] is a fascinating kind of one night stand,” says Lanier
passionately. “The intensity! There’s so much you want to communicate in
a short space of time, it is fun and it's always exciting,” Jennifer is also man-
aging to showcase others’ talents through her Many Horses Production
Company. A standout on the schedule is the annual benefit variety show,
Super Queer Lusty Fun Xtravaganza!

“We have a risqué juggling duo that is really sensuous. It's playful, sexy,
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Jennifer Lanier captivates
with humor while exploring
the complexities of identity.

erotica—you know nothing too heavy. We feature erotic spoken word,
burlesque dancers and drag kings.” The first run was such a hit, the show
returned to Portland at Berbati’s Pan last month.

Lanier is hot, but rest assured Bruce the Drag King is not sitting idly
by letting Lanier get all of the attention. He has taken the Northwest
by storm; garnering top nods as the first drag king to be voted Mr. Gay
Pride Vancouver 2008. Unfortunately single ladies, Bruce wasn't alone
at his celebration; Ms. Gay Pride Vancouver 2008 was none other than
Lanier’s partner Dustina Haas, the title traditionally held by a drag
queen. [TAMARA N. BOYNTON] m

Finding Love in Trailerville

Los Angeles is definitely a movie town. The evidence is
everywhere, from the craft services trucks blocking alleys

to the filming notices taped up on every other doorway from
Koreatown to Los Feliz. So it’s easy to forget about the city’s
fertile independent theater community, which has consis-
tently proven to be a haven for inspiring gay-themed produc-
tions with budgets the size of a takeout order.

Hannah Logan’s ode to white trash redemption, Trailer-
ville, takes place in the early 1970s and explores the lives
of the residents of the Lakeview Mobile Home Park in the
fictional DeSales County. The bicoastal From the Ground Up
Theatre Company put on the play at the Moving Arts Theater
in lesbo-loving Silver Lake, Calif. The theater itself is tiny,
barely large enough to house the production’s enormous
cast, not to mention the audience of discriminating theatre
junkies. Seating is—in a word—cozy.

The rapid-fire scene changes challenge the audience to
connect quickly with nine interwoven storylines and their
unexpected results. The main character and narrator, Holly, a
child genius played by Jennifer Cetrone, is inspired if occa-
sionally grating. Her loud nasal drone, though at times over-
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